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O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain,
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain.
America! America! God shed His grace on thee

And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea.

Originally lines in a poem entitled "Pikes Peak" and inspired by Katherine Lee Bates' sight
of that famous mountain, these words were first published on July 4th, 1895. The music
was composed originally by the organist Samuel A. Ward as the hymn tune for "O Mother
Dear, Jerusalem" and published in 1892. In 1910 the words and music were combined and
published with the title "America the Beautiful". This stirring anthem has become one of
the most popular patriotic songs in American history.
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